
Over the past years I have made the trek south to Jensen Beach at the River 
Palms Fish Camp for the annual D.O.A.Outdoor Writers Festival. It has became a 
tradition for me and I look forward to learning something new. In the area that I 
fish, it becomes a routine just like any job but in my job you must prove yourself 
on a daily basis. This is where I develop my edge because the man behind 
D.O.A. lures, Mark Nichols gives me the opportunity ever year to fellowship with 
the best guides and anglers from all over the U.S.A. We network, exchange 
ideas, new techniques and have a good time! The evening I arrived, Mark gave 
me a prototype lure and said “ give it a try”and I thought how lucky I am to fish 
with a lure before anyone else. Marks love for the sport of fishing is contagious 
because when I head back north on the turnpike after a few days on the beautiful 
Indian River, I felt refreshed, empowered and pumped to spread the good will of 
fishing that this  D.O.A. Lures tradition fills me with every year.
North of Marker # 4 in the Homosassa channel on the rocks and ledges there is 
plenty of action. Mangrove snapper, spanish mackerel, white grunts, flounder, 
sea bass, gag grouper, blue runners, bluefish, sharks and lady fish are some of 
the species around the rocks. To find the rocks on a calm day look for turtles on 
the surface and large circles of yellow bottom. Trout fishing has been poor. My 
next try for trout will be south west of marker #2 over deep dark grass bottom. 
Redfish are biting good on the incoming tide. The western facing points of 
mangrove keys are the best spots. www.homosassainshorefishing.com   Capt. 
William Toney
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