
Crystal River Fishing Report 1/20/2015 

Cooler weather has set in on out coast and winter fishing is now in full swing.  If 

you like to sleep in then winter time fishing is right up your alley.  No need for 

early rising.  

The sheepshead bite is getting more consistent as the water temps cool.  We have 

been targeting them on wrecks, rocks, and reefs from 6 feet out to 20 feet of 

water.  They are staging for their yearly spawn.  We are using a 2/0 circle hook 

and live shrimp either on a standard knocker rig or a drop shot rig depending on 

water depth.  Drop shot rigs are ideal in shallow water less than 10 feet.  This rig 

allows you to stay in contact with the bait since these fish will often bite very 

lightly.  They are known for stealing shrimp right off your hook without you even 

knowing that the fish was even biting.  

There are still lots of gag grouper in the same locations as the sheepshead.  It’s a 

real battle if you hook one of these gags on light tackle that is intended for 

sheepshead.  Sometimes it can be a downright nuisance. 

Redfish are still biting good in deep creeks and also in deeper sections of the river.  

We have been throwing the DOA Cal Shad Tail in the Morning Glory color on a ¼ 

oz jighead.  There are still a lot of redfish that are under slot sized out there so it 

may take a few throw backs to get that keeper. 

The mangrove snapper this year has been unbelievable inshore.  Limits are being 

caught nearly every trip.  All of the ones that we have been targeting have been in 

the deeper sections of the river and on rock piles in the bay.  Live shrimp freelined 

on a 2/0 circle hook has been working the best.  Use a small split shot to get the 

baits down more quickly in deeper water.  Most of the snapper we catch are 

between 12 inches and 14 inches with a few of them pushing 16 inches and more. 
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